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Description of Specific/Limited Internal Designation 
 

Interior designation of the original central chimney and two fireplaces of the subject home are requested.   

The home contains a central chimney with two fireplaces with original mantel and cabinet detail.  One side of the central 
chimney opens into a large cooking fireplace in the küch (kitchen) and the other side of the central chimney opens into a 
formal fireplace in the parlor or living room.  This two-sided central chimney is a classic example of Pennsylvania 
Flürkuchenhaus or Pennsylvania German Farmhouse architecture from the early to mid 1800s.   Examples of central 
chimney architecture are rare, as this style was replaced by the gable-end fireplaces of English design.   

Photos of Interior Chimney Support and Fireplaces  
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Photos of Interior Chimney Support and Fireplaces Con’t. 
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Exterior Photographs 

Front View 
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Back View 
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Side Views 
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Documentation of Age 
 

Exhibit 1: Summit County Recorders Office Deed Book 15, Page 29, copy of deed indicating 
transfer of property including the property of the subject designation from Michael 
Dillman to Henry Heiss in 1849. 
 

This deed is available from the Summit County Recorders Office.  However, this document is not reproducible in a legible 
form.  The details of the deed are transribed and summarized as follows: 

Michael Dillman and Mary Dillman, wife of Michael Dillman, of the Country of Summit in consideration of the sum of 
nine thousand dollars to us in hand paid by Henry Heiss of the County of Summit, agree to convey to Henry Heiss and his 
hiers the northwest quarter section of Section 21 in Green Township. 
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Exhibit 2: Summit County Recorders Office Deed Book 59, Page 221, copy of the deed 
indicating transfer of property including the property of the subject designation from 
Henry Heiss to Aaron Swartz in 1865.   

 
Continued on next page. 
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Exhibit 3: Summit County Recorder’s Office Deed Book 434, Page 609, copy of the deed 
indicating transfer of property including the property of the subject designation from Lora 
E. Swartz (settling estate of Aaron Swartz) to Henry J. Steese in 1913. 
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Exhibit 4: Copy of 1856 Map of Summit County, published by Matthews & Taintor, map of 
Green Township showing property of Henry Heiss and indicating a residence is present at 
current location of subject designation. 
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Exhibit 5: 1860 Census Document Green Township 

 



Submittal Addendum to HPC Application for Historic Designation 
Rev. Henry Heiss Home, 1261 Steese Road 
Owners: James and Staci Schweikert 
 

Prepared by the Green Historical Society June 2010       Page 14 of 20 

 

  
 

Exhibit 7: 1890 Veterans Schedule 
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Exhibit 8: 1874 Map and Atlas of Summit County, Map of Green Township, Tackabury, 
Mead & Moffet, Philadelphia 1874. 
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Exhibit 9: 1910 Atlas and Combined Geograpy of Summit County, The Rectigraph Abstract 
and Title Company, Akron, Ohio 1910 
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Documentation to Support Historical Significance 
 

Henry Heiss Family History 
The property of the subject designation is part of an original land grant of Green Township, Stark County, Range 9, 
Township 12, Section 21 NW 317.76 acres, to Conrad Delenan (Dillman) on May 24, 1814.  This data is from a 
transcription of the Steubenville Entry Book.  This land apparently transferred from Conrad Dillman to Michael Dillman 
after Conrad Dillman’s death.  Michael Dillman then sold 160 acres including the property of the subject designation to 
Henry Heiss in 1849.   

Based on deed and 1856 Summit County map information and the construction methods and architectural style, this 
home was constructed between 1849 and 1855.   

Henry Heiss was married to Eliza Heiss and the 1860 Census lists Henry 55, Eliza 54, Sarah 18, Mary 15, and Henry 5 as 
residents of the subject designation.  It is believed that Henry and Eliza Heiss also had a son Roland Heiss who later 
owned land in Section 16 of Green Township.  Additionally, Henry and Eliza Heiss had a daughter, Sophia Heiss 
(according to Evangelical Messenger Obituary Records). 

Henry Heiss owned a large farm in Sections 16 and 21 that covered about 400 acres.  He also owned several hundred 
acres in Springfield Township. 

The Henry Heiss family relocated to Ohio from Erie County, Pennsylvania.  Henry Heiss was a circuit rider and later 
Deacon of the Evangelical Association for the Western Conference (Ohio).  Reference to Mr. Heiss’ work in the 
Evangelical Association is documented in ‘The Evangelical Church in Ohio, Memorial Edition 1816-1951’, by Roy B. Leedy, 
The Ohio Conference of the Evangelical United Brethren Church 1959.  A list of the references to Henry Heiss is 
documented below: 

• Western Conference Attendance – Carmel District (Pa.) 1838.  See Leedy  pg. 835. 

• Western Conference Attendance – Franklin Circuit – 1839.  See Leedy pg. 835. 

• March 4, 1839 13th Session of Western Conference at Greensburg – Deacon Henry Heiss.  See Leedy pg. 
69. 

• May 20, 1840 1st Session of Ohio Conference – Deacon Henry Heiss.  See Leedy pg. 83. 

Additionally, Henry Heiss’ involvement with the Evangelical Association is also documented in ‘The History of the 
Evangelical Association’, by R. Yeakel, Cleveland 1894. 

• Canton Circuit – 1835 (reference to colleague of Samuel Van Gunten). See Yeakel pg. 306. 

• Pastor Cleveland – Salem 1842-44. See Leedy pg. 688. See also Yeakel pg. 320. 

 

Aaron Swartz Family History 
In 1865, Henry Heiss conveyed 160 acres of Section 21 of Green Township, including the property of the subject 
designation, to Aaron Swartz. 
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Aaron Swartz married Sophia Heiss (year unknown).  Aaron Swartz was born May 22, 1832 to Christian Swartz and 
Elizabeth (Myers) Swartz.  Sophia Swartz died June 20, 1893.  Araon Swartz then married Lora E. (Thursby) Swartz 
around 1895 (see 1900 Census).   

Aaron Swartz was a Second Corporal in Company H, which defended Washington, D.C. in the Civil War.  The Aaron and 
Sophia Swartz were members of the Evangelical Association. 

Steese Family History 
Aaron Swartz died April 3, 1912.  Lora E. (Thursby) Swartz then conveyed 165 acres in Sections 16 and 21 including the 
property of the subject designation to Henry J. Steese per the will of Aaron Swartz in 1913.  Lora E. Swartz also conveyed 
28.84 acres in Sections 10 and 27 (including the Walnut Woods property) to Vinnie Steese in 1913.  Vinnie Steese (b. 
~1888) was the daughter of Henry J. Steese and Katherine Steese. 

Henry J. Steese was born October 31, 1864 in Greensburg (1900 Census & Ohio Deaths).  He died August 29, 1944 in 
Akron.  Henry Steese married Kate E. (Katherine) Steese in 1885.  His death certificate (Ohio Deaths) lists his father as 
John Steese and mother Mary Heis (Heiss).  Mary Heiss was the sister of Sophia Heiss, first wife of Aaron Swartz.  Henry 
Steese was listed as son of Aaron Swartz and Sophia (Heiss) Swartz in the 1860 Census.  The circumstances that lead to 
the rearing of Henry J. Steese by Aaron and Sophia Swartz and eventual inheritance of the Aaron Swartz estate by Henry 
J. Steese and Vinnie Steese are unknown.   
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Documentation to Support Architectural Significance 
The home on the property of the subject designation was constructed between 1849 and 1855.  The home is a Greek 
Revival home with a four-bay fascade.  The fascade has two formal entries in the second and third bays.  The formal 
entries have classical enframement with fluted pilasters and entablature cornice.  The six-over-two panel door within 
the third bay is original to the home. 

This two-entry facade is a classic example of Penn-Duetsch or the Pennsylvania Farmhouse architectural style.  The 
Pennsylvania Farmhouse style of architecture evolved from the combination of the Pennsylvania Flürkuchenhaus and 
more ‘conventional’ styles of architecture, such as Georgian, or in the subject case, Greek Revival design.  Other 
examples of the Pennsylvania Farmhouse can be found in Amish communities in neighboring counties.  More 
information about the Pennsylvania Farmhouse architectural style can be found in ‘Amish Houses and Barns’, Stephen 
Scott, Good Books 1992, 2001. 

The subject home retains the four-bay, two-entry facade and central chimney typical of the Flürkuchenhaus.  However, 
the roofline has wide frieze with moldings on all elevations and the entries have classical enframement with fluted 
pilasters and entablature cornice very typical of Greek Revival architecture, which is generally more fanciful than the 
details typically found in Pennsylvania Farmhouse architecture.  This combination of architectural styles reflects the 
background of the builder and his Pennsylvania-Duetsch heritage. 

The subject home contains some minor Colonial Revival, Victorian-era updating.  The first floor front windows have had 
bullseye corner blocks added, as has the interior parlor/living room trim.   

The subject home is built with 12x12 and 6x6, hand-hewn, square timber.  The basement walls are constructed with cut 
stone and site rock.  The basement walls and central chimney support contain mortar with animal hair.  The central 
chimney support is comprised of large stone pillars and logs that form a 6’ by 8’ structure in the center of the basement. 

The subject home contains the original central chimney.  One side of the central chimney opens into a large cooking 
fireplace in the küch (kitchen) and the other side of the central chimney opens into a formal fireplace in the parlor or 
living room.  This two-sided central chimney is a classic example of Pennsylvania Flürkuchenhaus or Pennsylvania 
German Farmhouse architecture from the early to mid 1800s.   Examples of central chimney architecture are rare, as this 
style was replaced by gable-end fireplaces of English design. 

The original portion of the home contains the original wainscoting integrated into the construction of the interior and 
exterior walls.  This wainscoting is also integrated into many of the original windowsills.  All original 3-over-2 panel doors 
remain in the interior.  The original staircase is located off of the kitchen, which is also a classic example of Pennsylvania 
German architecture during this time period.
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Description of Preservation, Restoration, and Reconstruction Performed 

The subject home contains some minor Victorian-era updating circa 1880.  The first floor front windows have had bulls-
eye corner blocks added, as has the interior parlor/living room trim.   

A one-story addition with attached garage was added by a previous owner to the northeast side of the original home.   

The current wide cedar clapboard siding was added by a prior owner circa 1980.  The original siding is under this siding 
and appears to be 2-inch flat board, hand cut siding.  No paint (or paint color) has been detected on the original siding, 
which is consistent with local accounts that the home has never been painted. 

The current metal seamed roof was installed by the current owner in 2008.  This roof replaced a ~100-year old seamed 
tin metal roof that was in disrepair. To support the new roof and to level and strengthen the structure, the original 
sagging rafters and ridge beam were replaced.  Care was taken to preserve and not disturb the original side gables and 
wide frieze moldings.  A dormer was added on the back side of the roof. 

The Colonial Revival double front porch was added circa 1987.  The contour of the earth surrounding the front porch 
was also changed, which allowed for construction of an additional basement room under the front porch.  An entrance 
into the original basement was under the original, elevated, single-level porch. 

Although all of the original 3-over-2 panel doors remain within the interior, all original rim latch lock sets were removed 
by a previous owner.  The conventional lock mechanisms have been removed and replaced with antique rim latch lock 
sets from a now demolished historic property in Marietta, Ohio of similar style and age to the original rim latch sets.  
One surviving original rim latch set exists on a basement door. 
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